***Remove or replace all red and italicized content before sending to client***
NOTICE OF SUBSTANTIATION - DEPENDENCY

 (NO ABUSE/NEGLECT)
DFS LETTERHEAD






   Date of Notice

Name 








(Notice sent


Street Address






Certified, return


City, DE and Zip Code





receipt requested and









First Class U.S. Mail)
FOCUS Case Number:

Dear [Alleged Perpetrator’s Name]:
Following an investigation, the Delaware Division of Family Services (DFS) has determined that you were responsible for a substantiated incident of dependency regarding [child’s name].  This incident occurred on or about [month, day, year], at which time DFS has determined that you [describe incident].   Your case will be [transferred/closed; if closed explain why].


As a result of this investigation, DFS intends to substantiate the above-described incident as dependency. A person who is substantiated for dependency will not be entered on the Child Protection Registry, will not be reported to employers required to check the Registry, and is eligible for employment in a child care facility, health care facility, or public school.  Your name and other case information will remain in the DFS internal information system and will be reported in response to inquiries related to the application for employment with the Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families, foster and adoptive parent decisions, child care licensing decisions, reporting pursuant to Section 309 of Title 31, or any other purpose set forth in Title 16, Section 906(b) of Chapter 9.  

You have a right to request a hearing before this proposed determination is final.  A request for a hearing before this determination becomes final must be made in writing within 30 days of the mailing of this notice and sent to: Division of Family Services –Substantiation Hearing Coordinator, 1825 Faulkland Road, Wilmington, DE 19805.  Upon receipt of your timely written request for a hearing, DFS will forward your request to a Fair Hearing Officer who will contact you directly to schedule the hearing.  If you fail to make a written request for a hearing within 30 days, the DFS substantiation of the incident of dependency will be final.

Please understand the above finding is not conclusive as to any criminal or civil proceeding which may be pending or subsequently filed as a result of the same or similar alleged incident. 

Sincerely,






Caseworker’s Name






Job Title





DFS/Investigation Unit






Supervisor’s Name






Job Title






DFS/Investigation Unit

Pc: Case Record    

Doc.  37-06-10-02-12-27-25


       NO FAMILY COURT HEARING REQUEST FORM


