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POLICY 304 — SAFETY ASSESSMENT AND AGREEMENT (SDM)

A. POLICY
Keeping children safe and with their families whenever possible is a top priority for the
Division. The Division has adopted the practice of assessing the safety of all children within a
household, utilizing Structured Decision-Making® policies and procedures. Immediate action
will be taken to protect children at imminent risk of maltreatment.

Refer to the SDM policy and procedures manual for additional details.
Safety Assessment Policy

Legal Reference: Title 16 Del. Code Ch 9 § 901. Purpose and § 906. State response to reports of
abuse or neglect.

B. PROCEDURES
The Division has adopted the evidence-based Structured Decision-Making® procedures for
conducting a safety assessment.

Refer to the SDM® Policy and Procedures Manual for the following:
Safety Assessment Definitions
Safety Assessment Procedures

C. FOCUS
The Caregiver Safety Assessment is generated in the investigation case upon assignment
and is due after the initial response, to document assessment at initial response.

If safety threats are identified and assessment determines a child safety agreement is needed,
a Child Safety Agreement will worklist upon completion of the assessment. The agreement is
due for review every 30 days until terminated with a new Caregiver Safety Assessment.

D. FORMS Use the DFS policy website to access any forms:
https://kids.delaware.gov/policies/dfs-policies

1. Child Safety Agreement (physical form in triplicate, available in regional offices)
2. Child Safety Agreement Review (physical form in triplicate, available in regional offices)
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