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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF SERVICES FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES r: 12–21
SDM® SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

 
 
SECTION 1: CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORT TYPE 
 

  Reports that require SDM screening (Complete SDM screening assessment) 
 Intrafamilial  
 Human trafficking 
 Sexual abuse by relative of child or by a person while exercising care, custody, and control 

  Reports that do not require further SDM screening (Document report and take further action if required) 
 Extrafamilial not listed above (Refer to law enforcement) 
 Institutional abuse  
 Out-of-state allegation 
 Adult victim 
 Child victim now an adult 

 
 
SECTION 2: MALTREATMENT TYPES (Select only if definitional threshold is met. Select all that apply. Person causing harm 
must be a caregiver or household member having care, custody, and control except where noted.) 
 
Death of Child Death due to abuse 

 Death due to neglect 
Sudden, unexpected, AND unexplained death of child age 3 or younger 

Physical Abuse Child injury 
 Serious non-accidental injury 
 Other non-accidental injury 

 Excessive discipline/bizarre treatment 
 Dangerous behaviors involving child  
Risk of physical abuse 

Neglect Injury/illness resulting from medical neglect
 Injury/illness due to other neglect 
 Neglect (without injury/illness) 

 Basic needs (food/clothing/shelter)   Reckless behavior involving child 
 Mental health care neglect   Failure to protect 
 Inadequate supervision   Failure to protect from trafficking 
 Abandonment/no caregiver available/lockout  Exploitation 
 Educational neglect  Labor exploitation 

 Risk of neglect 
Risk of trafficking

Infant With 
Prenatal 
Substance 
Exposure 

Infant or mother with positive toxicology at birth
 Infant is substance affected 
 Mother with positive toxicology within 60 days prior to birth 
Mother discloses using substances within 60 days prior to birth

Emotional 
Abuse/Neglect 

Child emotionally harmed 
 Suspected emotional harm 
Risk of emotional harm 

Parental Risk 
Factors  

Chronic and severe substance abuse 
 Domestic violence 
 History of serious child abuse and neglect or prior child fatality 
 Caregiver mental health problem 
Caregiver cognitive or physical disability  
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Dependency Dependent child 
 Child living in non-related home without DCYF approval 
 Inability to complete adoption plan 
 Out-of-state runaway 
Abandoned infant (Safe Arms) 

Sexual Abuse/
Exploitation  
Person causing 
harm may also be 
any adult relative 
who is not a 
household member 
or any other person 
exercising care, 
custody, and 
control.

Sexual abuse
 Sexual exploitation 
 Risk of sexual abuse 

Human Trafficking 
Person causing 
harm is not a 
caregiver.

Sexual trafficking 
Labor trafficking

SECTION 3: INITIAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT SCREENING DECISION 

 Screen report in: One or more maltreatment types are checked. 
 Screen report out: Does not meet SDM maltreatment type definition; no maltreatment types are checked.  

 
 
SECTION 4: OVERRIDES 
 
Override to Screen In Report 

 Court order to investigate. 
 Discretionary override (specify):   

Override to Screen Out Report 
 The report is in relation to an active treatment case and the treatment unit is addressing the issue. Complete treatment 
response event in treatment case. 

 Insufficient information to locate family.  
 The information is identical to another accepted report (same alleged victim(s), same alleged perpetrator, same incident 
or behaviors). 

 The alleged incident occurred more than one year ago. (Exception: Allegations of sexual abuse.) 
 Infant prenatally exposed to medication as prescribed or MAT AND there are no other risk factors AND the provider is 
completing a plan of safe care. 

 Discretionary override (specify):    

 No overrides apply. 
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SECTION 5: FINAL SCREENING DECISION 

  Screen in child abuse and neglect report for: 
 
   New investigation 
   No associations 
   Link to an open investigation 
 
   Family Assessment and Intervention Response (FAIR) 
   DFS FAIR 
   Link to an open DFS FAIR 
   Contracted FAIR 

 Adolescent 
 Domestic violence 
 Substance abuse 

   Link to an open contracted FAIR 
 
  Plan of Safe Care (POSC) 
   Contracted POSC  
   Link to an open contracted POSC 
 
   Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF)  
   PSSF 
   Link to an open contracted PSSF 
 

  Screen out 
   No DFS response 
   Treatment response  
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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF SERVICES FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES r: 03–19

SDM® RESPONSE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT

SECTION 1: RESPONSE PRIORITY DECISION TREES
(Required only for screened-in reports that will be handled by DFS)

Physical Abuse 

Infant With Prenatal Substance Exposure

No

No
Yes

P1

Yes

P2

Yes

Does the allegation involve:

A child who requires immediate medical attention for a severe injury; OR

A child under age 7 with a current injury; OR

A child under age 7 on whom a caregiver used excessive discipline OR 
displayed dangerous behavior that was likely to result in a severe injury?

Yes
P1

P2

Will child be discharged within 24 hours?

No

P3

Does the 
allegation 
involve a
child age 7 
or older with 
a current 
non-severe 
injury? 
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Neglect

Sexual Abuse, Exploitation, or Trafficking

Emotional Abuse/Neglect

Yes

P1

No

P3

Yes

Will the alleged 
perpetrator have 
access to the child in 
the next 10 days?

No

Yes

P1

No

Yes/Unknown

Yes

No/
Unknown

P2

P3

P3

Does the allegation involve disclosure 
or evidence of sexual contact AND:

A child who requires immediate 
medical treatment or assessment for 
forensic purposes; OR

A child in imminent danger due to 
sexual exploitation; OR

An alleged perpetrator who will have 
access within the next 24 hours; OR

The extent of access by the alleged 
perpetrator is unknown?

Is there a non-offending 
caregiver willing and able 
to protect the child, 
including seeking medical 
attention if needed?

Does the allegation involve:

A child who requires immediate medical 
attention for a severe injury or a life-threatening 
medical condition; OR

Any current injury to a child under age 7; OR

A child who has no caregiver; OR

A child who is currently unsupervised or is 
currently locked in or out; OR

Living conditions that are immediately 
hazardous to the child’s health and/or safety?

Yes

Does the allegation involve:

A caregiver not seeking treatment for 
or not following medical advice 
regarding a child with a potentially 
life-threatening medical condition;
OR

A child age 7 or older with a current 
non-severe injury?

Does the allegation involve:No

P2P1
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Emotional Abuse/Neglect

Dependency

No

P1

Yes

No
P3

P2

No

Yes

P1

Yes

No
P3

P2

Yes

Does the allegation involve:

A child who requires immediate 
mental health evaluation/intervention;
OR

Caregiver behavior that is cruel, 
bizarre, or extremely dangerous?

Does the child show 
symptoms of significant 
psychological impairment 
(e.g., depression, regression, 
aggression) as a result of 
caregiver behavior toward 
child, AND the caregivers are 
not addressing the issue?

Does the allegation involve:

A child who has no caregiver; OR

Court-ordered custody; OR 

A child whose basic needs are not 
being met to the extent that serious 
harm is imminent?

Does the allegation involve 
a child who will be without 
basic care and support 
within the next 10 days?
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SECTION 2: INITIAL RESPONSE PRIORITY 
 Priority 1: Within 24 hours 
 Priority 2: Within three days 
 Priority 3: Within 10 days 

 
 
SECTION 3: OVERRIDE CONSIDERATIONS 

 No overrides apply 
 
Policy  
 
Override to Priority 1 

Law enforcement requests urgent response/MOU compliance
 Out-of-state runaway  

 
Override to Priority 2 From Priority 1

 Child is in an alternative safe environment pending a three-day response 
 
Discretionary 

 Discretionary override to any priority (specify):   

SECTION 4: FINAL RESPONSE PRIORITY 
 Priority 1: Within 24 hours 
 Priority 2: Within three days 
 Priority 3: Within 10 days 


